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Editor’s column. 
Our cover picture might be seen as a 
reminder of how tricky it can be to work out 
what is going to last, what is just a fad, and 
what is not going to last as long as intended. 
Watching the difficulty encountered in 

removing the old Chelmer Road bridge, where massive machines 
munched at a seeming snails pace through the condemned 
concrete, picking out the steel rods in a manner of frustration 
reminiscent of that tiny piece of healthy food, firmly wedged between 
the molars. It seems clear that the builders of the bridge never 
expected it’s days to end. Likewise, the builders of our beloved 
Navigation, built it as a purely industrial undertaking. Could they 
have even guessed at its present role as environmental haven, and 
place of blissful recreation? At Heybridge and Hythe Quay, the 
forerunners of our heavy trucks now ply the estuaries and creeks of 
the east coast, carrying their exclusively human cargos, their 
skippers now viewed more like minor celebrities than mere 
operatives! The present tussle over the future direction of travel for 
the waterways in Chelmsford, almost certainly springs from 
differences in perceptions of what future generations will value.  
While on the subject of what is valued across the generations, 
thanks to the generosity of one of our long time members, we are 
previewing a set of antique canal prints in this issue. They are all 
of places other than the Chelmer Valley, so it is probably not 
appropriate for the Chelmer Canal Trust to retain them, so we will 
be disposing of them to raise funds for our ongoing work. 
One major part of our work, which we would prefer not to be 
ongoing is our campaign to control and ideally eradicate the 
dreaded American Pennywort. There is encouraging news of a 
possible biological control of this frustratingly resilient foe. If 
successful, this is good news as it might enable us to achieve our 
objectives, without having to resort to the use of herbicides on the 
last patches of particularly difficult to remove weed. 
It is always nice to see ambitions realised and loyal service 
recognised. There are stories of both in this issue in the shape of 
the new Navigation Manager with a long history of enjoying our 
waterway, and of course the special award for our own president.  
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 Where are we going with Chelmsford’s Rivers? 
Since the public event organised by CRACL (Chelmsford Rivers And 
Canal Link) at the Essex Record Office in February things have 
been moving, but the road has been a bumpy one. As the Chelmer 
Canal Trust, it goes without saying that the use of waterways for 
leisure and an understanding, so deep it almost defies explanation, 
of how the water can enhance the lives of those who live work and 
relax near it, has always been a major part of who we are. When we 
came together with the IWA to form the CRACL group, we took 
considerable encouragement and validation from the membership of 
Chelmsford Civic Society, who are dedicated to the improvement of 
the City as a whole, and not purely a waterway society.  This 
perhaps makes it harder for us to understand the intransigent 
opposition to proposals for enhancement of local waterways from 
the leader of the council.  
I won’t revisit all the compelling arguments for “The Cut” here, I am 
sure they are well known to regular readers. Outside of our like-
minded group however, there is still plenty of work to be done. The 
case must be made, and reinforced with ever greater detail and 
precision, and that is what we are continuing to work on. Since the 
event, which we staged with the other members of CRACL at the 
Essex Record Office, this has become ever clearer. Our battle today 
is also to protect this vision of the future from the now very real 
prospect of ill-considered development. Many people seem 
surprised to learn that it is not the large property development firms 
which cause concern. In all our dealings so far with Taylor Wimpey, 
the developers of the peninsula site, they have been sympathetic. 
Perhaps this is because they know at first hand how much more 
waterside properties are worth! Likewise the urban planners seem to 
have little difficulty in seeing the obvious ways in which life in 
Chelmsford would be enhanced by vibrant waterways. The problem 
lies firmly in the views of our elected councillors. It has to be said 
that the turn-out of the ruling group at the briefing session in 
February at the ERO, prior to the public talk was disappointing to 
say the least, which is why we decided to put the talk online so they 
(and you) can catch up. It can be viewed at: youtu.be/zTw9qoynlFQ. 
So playing Devil’s advocate for a moment, it is clear that every 
square metre of land has a value, and in the centre of the city, that 
value is high. If you take the view that any of this land, which 
becomes water, is effectively destroyed, then new rivers and canals 
would always have to be a bad thing. Bodies of water are a barrier 
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to transport requiring bridges to cross them. Could this be the 
councillors thinking? Taken to its logical conclusion perhaps we 
should be piping all the water away in vast new underground sewers 
and creating an urban landscape devoid of that troublesome open 
water! How many people would want to live in such a place? Some 
perhaps would not be bothered by such a prospect, but can you 
imagine say London without the Thames, Paris without the Seine or 
closer to home, Cambridge without the Cam and all those iconic 
traditional punts? With the requirement for public open space with 
new developments, wouldn’t the area benefit from the fine aesthetic 
of active water? 

 
How it could be with a navigable link to the Can 

The Cut is also accused of being unaffordable, and this can only be 
countered with detailed costings, which are being undertaken. It is 
easy to call something you don’t want “unaffordable” - especially if 
you back that up with projections taking the most expensive 
imaginable cost estimate at every turn! Our intention is to produce a 
detailed and realistic cost estimate, taking full advantage of available 
grants and volunteer labour, so as to keep the cost to the city 
council at zero. This is not a quick job, and we must make sure that 
we have the measure of all of the technical challenges. Among 
these, the costs of moving infrastructure such as high pressure gas 
mains are as opaque as they are high. We were fortunate to be 
given recent ground penetrating radar survey data. The bad news 
was that it appears to show the gas mains are not really deep 
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enough, and this potential cost is our largest area of uncertainty. It is 
somewhat ironic that the gasworks in Chelmsford was only possible 
thanks to the Canal and the cheap coal it brought! This of course 
means that all the pipes lead to the old gasworks site near 
Springfield Basin! This uncertainty has forced us to also consider 
less attractive, alternative ways of making the City’s rivers finally 
accessible to larger boats from the Navigation. We will only push 
these if the preferred route of the Cut ultimately proves not be 
feasible, but abandoning that route, would also mean abandoning 
the benefits which the cut would bring to Springfield Basin in terms 
of water supply and connection with the town. 
On another front we have noted the rising costs of maintaining the 
elderly and complex mechanism of the Automatic Weir. Chelmsford 
had a close call, a few years ago, when it failed during a major flood! 
We watched the, vastly expensive, Margaretting flood storage 
scheme running 
into trouble.  The 
frustrating legal 
difficulties, runaway 
costs and delays 
had us wondering if 
there was a better 
way. There is no 
doubt that flooding 
in built up areas like 
Chelmsford brings 
misery, and vast 
sums of money are clearly available to head this off. What if we 
could tweak the design of a navigable link such that it would provide 
a simple fail-safe flood relief scheme for Chelmsford? One where the 
ongoing costs would be minimal and mechanical breakdown would 
not put Chelmsford at risk? Well we think we have just such a 
design, thanks to the hard work of Andy Nichols, a local Engineer 
who sits on the CRACL committee. 
We still believe that with the right motivation and vision, this modest 
project is very achievable. This is sometimes called “political will”. 
Ever since we started publicising these proposals, it has seemed to 
us that a clear majority of the public support it. We thought that it 
would be useful to quantify this, and at the same time find out what 
was really important to people when it comes to waterways. So we 
set up an online survey to gauge opinion. It is early days and we 
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really want a much larger sample size, but the results so far show 
overwhelming support for the scheme. Perhaps more interestingly it 
also shows that most people who do not go boating themselves, 
actually value boating as a leisure activity. Maybe we should have 
known it was a spectator sport! Very importantly it reminds us that 
the environmental attractiveness of the rivers is of importance to the 
greatest number of people, with leisure boating coming next, just 
ahead of surface water drainage. I am deliberately not including 
figures here, because we hope that over the next few weeks, we will 
be able to gather even more responses. So if you have not already 
done so, please take the online survey at : 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3QK5YYN, and ask all your 
friends and acquaintances to do so as well - especially if they are 
not boaters themselves. After all we don’t want to distort the results 
by only asking known supporters to participate!   
  

William Marriage. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Caring for the Fish in our Local Rivers 
 
An article in the Essex 
Chronicle reported on one 
man’s attempts to 
encourage sea fish trout 
and salmon,  to enter the 
local rivers. Roy Hart from 
Battlesbridge had built a 
fish ladder at Langford to 
make things easier for 
them; he hoped that they 
would eventually reach 
Braintree on the upper 
River Blackwater. Some of 
our members who worked 
locally confirmed that 
there had been sea fish in 
the Langford area for 
many years and that a 
previous ladder had been 
built by the old Rivers 
Authority. Ben Norrington 
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from the present day Environment Agency is their local catchment 
officer, and he approved of local efforts to help fish travel further 
upstream, and sent a photo of a large sea trout which had managed 
to reach Terling by entering the canal first at Beeleigh, swimming up 
the canal passing two locks and branching up the River Ter just 
below Rushes Lock. 
Ben Norrington is the EA’S Fisheries, Biodiversity and 
Geomorphology Officer. Ben has known the Langford area of the 
rivers Blackwater and Chelmer very well having explored them as a 
boy. When he eventually became a freshwater biologist he spent 
several years carrying out research in New Zealand and Australia 
until his love of the Essex Rivers tempted him back to his roots. He 
now looks after the health of our local fish populations on behalf of 
the Environment Agency. He told us that the most important factor 
for a healthy river is water cleanliness, and that good progress is 

now being made 
countrywide. He brought 
various live fish with him 
in a tank including a 
lamprey and a signal 
crayfish caught locally. 
(Lampreys are like an eel 
without jaws and are one 
of the oldest living 
vertebrates; they have 
been prized through the 
ages as a great delicacy- 
kings demanded lamprey 
pie, or else, for their 
Christmas dinners) 
Our rivers are now 

regularly monitored to work out how to increase fish numbers. 
Current speed can be controlled from fast to slow to still - each 
stretch will provide the ideal home for one type of fish. Indiscriminate 
dredging can spoil a river for fish diversity. In some cases the bank 
shape can be altered and pools deepened to help make special 
homes for certain fish 
One of the dangers that Ben must guard against is the arrival and 
presence of invasive species. Signal crayfish for example arrived on 
our shores in the ballast water of cargo ships: they have since 
spread up our rivers, killing native crayfish and undermining the river 
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banks. (Signal crayfish are virtually indestructible even when frozen 
solid). Catfish and Zander are two species that can rapidly destroy 
any fishery. What sorts of fish anglers catch today are similar to 
what they have always caught but in smaller numbers.  Pike, perch 
and carp are still the main fish present. Eels were once abundant 
but their numbers have  declined by 95%  mainly due to the building 
of so many man made barriers which prevent the baby eels- elvers, 
from reaching the upper parts of the rivers where their ancestors 
grew up. Once the elvers have grown into eels after several years 
they will migrate back to the Sargasso Sea in the North Atlantic to 
lay their eggs, so the cycle then repeats itself, Elver brushes are 
being fitted to barriers on the Chelmer and Blackwater rivers. Trout 
are abundant in the upper Ter and Pant. Roach are found 
everywhere and are much valued by fishing clubs as they are the 
main catch at their fishing matches. The sheltered, fast flowing river 
parts are favoured by dace which are a fine sporty fish. Bream like 
the quieter pools away from the main river. Tench feed off the 
translucent weed at the bottom the still pools. Pike are the top 
predator and are found everywhere: a twenty-five pounder was 
recently caught near Paper Mill lock - such news brings income into 
the area as more anglers are encouraged to come and have a go. 
The backside meres and local lakes can be a good reservoir of fish 
which can be used to replenish river stocks - 25,000 roach were 
netted recently at Cuton Hall lakes; mirror carp have been washed in 
flood time into the navigation from fisheries along the banks.  
 
 The future health of our local fish is in the hands of  ourselves and 
the experts working together. Anglers can help by reporting on the 
age of fish they catch - rings on the scales can be counted and by 
reporting on the presence of any invasive species- (those already 
mentions plus zebra and quagga mussels and killer shrimps); by 
keeping all boats and equipment clean to prevent transmission of 
infections; not emptying ponds or aquaria into the river and by 
reporting on any fish kills. On the management side: the 
professionals will control water speeds, deal with toxic spills, 
campaign, for more treatment plants, use modern technology to 
mark and monitor fish populations, and by using thermal cameras 
and CCTV ones. There will be eyes everywhere including our own. 
The cormorants will be under close scrutiny as well! 
 

Dudley Courtman. 



- 10 - 

The Essex Yellow Fish Campaign 

 
Laura Castellani works for the Essex charity Groundwork, which has 
been awarded a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, to lead a 
campaign to improve the cleanliness of our rivers.  
 
The Environment Agency is one of its main supporters. Ben 
Norrington their fisheries catchments officer has just given a talk to 
Trust members where he emphasised the great importance of clean 
water in sustaining fish stocks in our 
rivers.  
Surface water drains are the main 
source of toxic waste that finds its 
way into water courses. They are 
supposed to drain away only rain 
water, but the general public find them 
convenient to dispose of other things, 
intentionally or unthinkingly. The latter 
category includes things like litter, 
chemicals, paints, detergents, cooking 
oils, washing water, pet waste, 
fertilizers and pesticides.  
Drains around our houses, and 
kitchen sinks, should be regarded 
similarly as a source of potential 
pollution. Take your car to a car wash, 
don’t use a hose to clean driveways or patios, use dry cleaner to 
clean up any oil spills. Don’t pour waste washing water down the 
sink or hose down drive ways and patios. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Laura, who is happy to 
give groups a presentation (next one is planned for July 21st; she is 
organising various walks around Chelmsford, to highlight the 
problem. (Laura Castellani, T: 07736134773).  
On July 23rd there will be an identification of invasive species walk 
led by the Essex Wildlife Trust (Mark Iley, T: 07880702794).  

Dudley Courtman. 
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Thames Sailing Barges at Heybridge Basin 
The Thames Sailing Barges 
‘Gladys’ and ‘Thalatta’ often 
overwinter at Heybridge 
Basin. Their thick canvas 
covers protecting them as 
important painting and 
general maintenance is 
carried out, ready for the 
following season of charters 
and races. 
 
The 85’ long Gladys is the last 
Thames Sailing Barge still 
connected with the trade for 
which she was originally 
commissioned. Having been 
built in 1901, she was 
operated by the Whitmore 
family, who traded out of 
Ipswich, carrying wheat to be 
milled and the resulting flour. 
Gladys Whitmore was the 
owner’s daughter, hence the 
barge’s name. She was then 
taken over by the milling 
company Cranfields. As the 
need to be faster, and non-
reliant on weather grew, 
Gladys was stripped of her 
sailing gear and became a 
motor barge – thus being able 
to operate independently of 
the prevailing conditions. 

 Eventually the masts and sails were reinstated, in the early 
seventies, Gladys being absorbed into ownership by the Allied Mills 
company.  She continues to work for the milling company, although 
now, when she is not involved in barge racing, operates in the 
summer months from St Katherine’s Dock in London, 115 years 
later, carrying a different cargo – corporate clients. 
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Slightly Gladys’s junior, but 5’ longer, Thalatta was built in 
MacLearon’s yard in Harwich in 1906. Like others of her type, she 
was developed to combine good sea-going qualities with an ability to 
navigate easily in the shallow rivers of the south east coast. For 
many years, in peace and war, Thalatta carried 150-ton cargoes 
under sail to British and Continental ports, surviving as one of the 
last few wooden coasters in trade. Like Gladys she eventually 
operated under power. Ironically it was the ability to convert these 
craft to lighters, involving derigging and the installation of engines 
into such craft, that enabled them to survive; without this conversion 
they would otherwise, like many similar craft, potentially have been 
scrapped. In 1967 Thalatta was entirely restored and re-rigged to 
take on a different role as a school ship, initially under the flag of 
‘Sail Trust’, and then from 1971 the ‘East Coast Sail Trust’. Since 
then thousands of young people have benefited from the 
experiences of living and working as crew on Thalatta's five-day 
voyages. In 2003 concern for the condition and safety of the vessel 
led the owners to embark on a major restoration programme. An 
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, and subsequent grants and 
donations totalling £1.4m, meant that she could be restored to a 
quality better than her original condition. At the same time her 
refurbishment confirmed that the traditional shipbuilding skills and 
materials were still alive and well.  
The vital statistics: Thalatta is 90 feet long, 22 feet wide and weighs 
90 tons unladen. That places demands for incredible strength and 
her frames are typically 12” square oak, 9 feet long and she has 
about 100 of them; her planking is two layers, each of 3” iroko. 
Having been ‘below’ in Thalatta the writer can testify to the ‘solidity’ 
of this fine craft. 
The history and development of Thames Sailing barges is 
interesting. The original design, as a result of the work they were to 
do, required a shallow, flat-bottomed hull for river estuaries around 
the Thames and in order to penetrate far inland, to collect and 
deliver cargoes. They would typically draw about 4’ aft and 2’ 6” 
for’ard. They had to be able to sail un-ballasted and to ‘dry out’ at 
low water (the lack of keel giving rise to the use of leeboards). They 
needed to be loaded directly from horse-drawn carts, have a large 
capacity of around 150 tons and have the flexibility to carry a wide 
range of cargoes including grain, coal, stone, bricks, bulk materials, 
animal feeds, waste products, straw and reed, timber, etc. To be 
operated easily they needed an exceptionally efficient sail-plan and 
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layout, which could be handled by the crew typically of three - a 
skipper, a mate (‘the boy’ - usually a youth under 21) and a dog 
(burglar alarm and waste disposal 
unit!). One theory suggests that on 
barges with tall loads, where the 
skipper at the wheel could not see the 
way ahead, ‘the boy’ would be placed 
on top of the cargo as a lookout for the 
skipper. This has been declared far 
from the truth; there is no way a 
skipper would entrust the safety of his 
valuable craft and cargo to a relatively 
inexperienced ‘boy’. If anyone was 
going to be atop the cargo, shouting 
instructions, it was going to be the 
skipper himself!  

Of course the distinctive 
red ochre sails are 
probably the most 
noticeable feature of the 
Thames Sailing Barges. 
Originally made of 
natural flax they were 
treated variously with a 
mixture of cod oil, salt 
water, horse fat and 
horse or sheep’s urine, 
with the red ochre being 
added to prevent rot 
and add anti-chafe 
characteristics and 

brighten up the natural dull colour of the canvas. The sight at sunrise 
or sunset of one, or several, Thames sailing barges in full sail 
moving back up the Blackwater is one not to be missed. 
The frequent barge races are testimony to the enthusiasm and skill 
that continues in Thames Sailing barge crews today. Proof of the 
skill of skippers and crew members can be seen when Gladys and 
Thalatta return to Heybridge Basin at the end of the season. Many a 
small motor cruiser skipper could take a leaf out of the barge 
skipper’s book, watching the crew move these huge craft - the same 
size as the sea lock which was extended for exactly this purpose - 
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into the lock so gracefully and calmly, whatever the weather 
conditions. 
The Lock Keeper at Heybridge Basin, Grant Everiss, is himself a 
‘Sailorman’ (being the correct term for a sailing bargeman) and we 
are grateful that he has input into this article. Catch him one evening 
in one of the pubs at Heybridge Basin and you’ll likely find that 
buying him a pint or two will soon have him telling a number of 
interesting and entertaining tales of voyages gone by.   

  
Neil Frost. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“Distinguished Personal Service to the Queen” 
 
Our president, Lord John Petre, has been honoured by the Queen 
with the award of Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order. 
The Order is a personal gift from the Queen and is a great honour. 
We all know how supportive Lord Petre has been to the Trust and 
we are so pleased that he is delighted by this unexpected surprise. 
We acclaim and welcome such recognition of his encouraging 
support for the county, ourselves and the Navigation.  
Lord Petre represented Great Britain as the Lord Lieutenant of 
Essex when he welcomed the President of the United States  at 
Stanstead Airport in April, when he made his state visit. Lord Petre’s 
easy charm would have carried the day. 

 
Sir John Petre, in 1603, was made a Baron and became the first 
Lord Lieutenant of Essex. He was descended from Sir William Petre 
who was secretary of state to Henry VIII from whom he bought 
Ingatestone Hall and its lands. In 1793 the Petre family were the first 
proprietors of The Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation. There are 
over one hundred proprietors listed in the 1793 Act of Parliament.  
The first ones named are the Right Honourable Robert Edward Lord 
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Petre, the Honourable Robert Edward Petre, and the Honourable 
George Petre. 
We look forward to the day when the Queen’s sword in laid upon the 
shoulder of the present Lord John Petre at Buckingham Palace. Our 
kindest thoughts and wishes will be with him.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Galleywood Heritage Centre event 

 
It was the first time we had been to the Galleywood Heritage Centre, 
and the event was held in the main hall.  The theme was wildlife, 
and our display included photos of some of the wildlife seen along 
the Navigation, as well as other images showing the historical side.  
We were beside the Southend Dormouse Group, and their exhibition 
contained wonderful photos of dormice found at the Belfairs Nature 
Reserve in Hadleigh, Essex. There were numerous other stands, 
covering all aspects of wildlife and conservation, from Essex Wildlife 
Trust, Essex Birdwatching Society and Chelmsford Beekeepers, to 
groups like The Environmental Group which does practical work in 
Galleywood and Great Baddow.  The Essex Yellow Fish Project 
stand was also there and attracted a lot of interest, they were 
handing out leaflets, and giving advice on how to help prevent 
surface water pollution.  The event was very successful, and it was 
an excellent way to meet new contacts.   
  

Norma Mills. 
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Local Action Groups Workshop in Shropshire 
2016 

 
 
Each year a Workshop in Shropshire brings together a number of 
like-minded individuals, with a significant amount of their time being 
spent considering the latest news on Invasive Non Native Species 
(INNS). Over several years the Chelmer Canal Trust has been 
pleased to be invited to send a representative and to input our 
experience of managing Floating American Pennywort. 
Although it might seem a bit nerdy or specialist, every year the 
passion and commitment of participants to improving water quality 
and conserving the natural environment is impressive. Like Chelmer 
Canal Trust, many organise work parties of volunteers dealing with 
their own range of INNS. There are plenty of INNS about, with the 
old plant favourites of Floating American Pennywort, Japanese 
Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam, Water Primrose, Skunk Cabbage 
and so on always featuring highly. And the ponto-caspian freshwater 
crustaceans such as killer shrimp, zebra and quagga mussels are 
now demanding much attention. We share our successes and 
failures of our various management techniques. The jury is still out 
on the management of Himalayan Balsam, with some sticking to 
their favoured ‘balsam bashing’ while others of us believe that the 
extent of this weed in our areas make ‘bashing’ futile and slightly 
risky when tackled by enthusiastic, but naïve, volunteers. 
Nuggets of good news came this year via a fascinating presentation 
from CABI – a non profit organisation working across the globe to 
improve lives by solving problems in agriculture and the 
environment. CABI are looking at the natural predators and controls 
to plants in their native countries and how these can be used safely 
in locations where the same species are invasive and non-native. Of 
particular interest to those of us managing INNS on the Navigation 
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must be the rust being developed to reduce the prevalence of 
Himalayan Balsam and the weevil it is hoped will reduce the 
prevalence of Floating American Pennywort. 
There is a wealth of information on INNS on the GB Non Native 
Invasive Species website: 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/.    

  
Neil Frost. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Chelmer Road Bridge 
Residents and regular visitors to Chelmsford will doubtless be aware 
of the major engineering works on the Baddow Meads, to replace 
the Chelmer Road bridge. The days of the old bridge were 
numbered when the reinforced concrete structure was found to be 
slowly decaying. The former route of the A12, it remains a vital and 
very busy local road. This meant that the only option was to build a 
new bridge, before the old one could be demolished. Some have 
commented that perhaps they should have kept the old one intact 
until they were sure that the teething issues of the new bridge had 
been ironed out! At the time of going to press, the demolition of the 
old bridge is all but complete, and there is an unrestricted view of 
the new bridge for the first time. We are very pleased to see our 
navigational heritage incorporated into the architectural detail of the 
new bridge. 
 

  
 

William Marriage. 
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New Manager for The Navigation 
 
Dave Smart first 
visited the Navigation 
at about the age of 
10, on family fishing 
days at Boreham 
bridge or Beeleigh. 
Now, nearly 40 years 
later he has been 
appointed as the new 
Navigation Manager 
with Essex 
Waterways. He says 
“I am now responsible 
for looking after the 
very same waterway I 
first discovered all 
those years ago.” 
He brings 19 years of experience with Essex Wildlife Trust, 
managing staff, projects and budgets, fundraising and perhaps most 
importantly working with lots of volunteers. 
He tells us he is looking forward to using these existing skills and 
learning from, and leading the small dedicated team of EWL staff 
and volunteers to ensure not only that the Navigation remains open, 
but it is improved for all of the user groups, and the Navigation’s 
future is secured for generations to come. He adds “I hope to build 
on the numbers of volunteers we currently benefit from, to ensure 
that Essex Waterways operates a safe and welcoming environment 
for all, and to improve our brand and profile. 
My role now includes the moorings and fisheries management which 
has kept me particularly busy during these first few months.  
Towards the end of the boating season we are planning bank 
repairs at Little Baddow, and lock gate replacement at Heybridge 
Basin and Hoe Mill.” 
 
Dave will be based in the bothy at Paper Mill, and he invites you to 
pop in and say hello when you are passing. 
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Historic Prints Donated 
 

Founding Trust member and a life-long 
canal enthusiast, Sir Alastair Stewart 
has generously donated a set of eight 
original framed prints from his personal 
collection, to The Trust to use for 
fundraising. They depict various canals 
and similar items of historic interest, 
they would be a fine addition to the 
home of any enthusiast for industrial 
heritage. We plan to display them at our 
forthcoming AGM, but at the time of 
going to press, we are yet to determine 
exactly how and when the sale will be 
conducted. If then you are interested in 
acquiring your very own piece of canal 
art history, keep watch for further 
announcements!   
 

 
 

Junction of the Regents Canal at Paddington. 
Drawn by Thos H.Shepherd 
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The other original prints donated 
 

 

 
The Thames Tunnel from the 

circular staircase. 
Circa 1845. 

 

 
Park Terrace East. Regents 

Park. 
Drawn by Thos.H. Shepherd. 

 

 
Gas Works by the Regents 

Canal. (2 available) 
Drawn by Thos H. Shepherd. 

 
Arlington Lock. River Medway. 

Kent. 
 
 

 
Stroudwater Canal. 
Whittington House. 

(Men hauling barge in foreground). 

 

 
Delft. Holland. The Canal.
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In Pictures: Fauna 

 

 
Turtle spotted on the Long Pond 

 

 
Rose Chafer Beetle found at Rushes Lock 
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In Pictures: Bridge replacement 

 
Heavy hydraulic monsters munch away at the old bridge… 

 
…while below a floating platform waits to catch the rubble 

and the “urban art” character seems to dread the end! 
 

Opposite: Detail of the new canal-themed reliefs. 
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Dates for 2016 for Chelmer Canal Trust Events 
 
 
20th Sept Chelmer Canal Trust AGM and Evening Talk 
(Tuesday) Essex Living Landscapes and Barn Owls 

An illustrated talk by Emma Ormond from the Essex 
Wildlife Trust on landscape scale conservation, and 
the Essex Barn Owl Project.  
7.30 for 8pm at Moulsham Mill, Parkway, Chelmsford. 
CM2 7PX. 

 
8th Nov Chelmer Canal Trust Talk  
(Tuesday) Thames Sailing Barge Trust 
 A talk by John Rayment on Thames Sailing Barges. 

7.30 for 8pm at Moulsham Mill, Parkway, Chelmsford. 
CM2 7PX. 

 

Don’t forget our monthly work parties. Details on our website 
at: 

http://www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk/cct_workparty.htm. 

───────────────────────── 
Would you like to help us run the Trust? 
We are always looking for people to help with the running of the 
Trust, from running events to fundraising, or would you be interested 
in organising publicity? If you would like to find out more please 
register your interest by emailing 
enquiries@chelmercanaltrust.co.uk.  
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Dressed ships at Heybridge Basin for Her Majesty The 
Queen’s birthday. 

 

───────────────────────── 
 

Some useful phone numbers: 
 
Essex Waterways Ltd............................................... 01494 783453 
(Operating the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation) 

General Manager.......................................... 07966 375351 
Grant Everiss, Heybridge Basin.................... 07712 079764 
 

Ron and Judith, Blackwater Boat Trips .................01206-853282 

Heybridge Boat Trips ............................................... 07835 657462  

Paper Mill Lock, Tea Room and Boat Trips.............. 01245 225520 

Environment Agency — General Enquiries: 03708 506 506 (Mon-Fri 8-6)  
 Incident hotline: 0800 807060 (Freephone* 24 Hour) 

 
No articles may be copied or reprinted without the Editors consent. The Chelmer Canal Trust may not 

agree with opinions expressed in this newsletter.  Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an 

official announcement unless stated otherwise and no liability can be accepted for any matter in the 

newsletter. 
www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ChelmerCanalTrust 
 


